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District Governor Craig Leiser  
 
My challenge to you, as Rotarians, indi-
vidually and collectively this year falls 
into two areas; Water Resource pro-
ƧŜŎǘǎ ƻǊ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀƴŘ Ƴȅ άWƻƘƴƴȅ !Ǉπ
ǇƭŜǎŜŜŘέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƻ ŦƻǎǘŜǊ ŎǊƻǎǎ Ǉƻƭƭƛπ
nation between clubs.  
 
1) I have and am asking every club as 

well as its members to become 
involved in one or more projects 
dealing with our water resources. 
It can be a personal commitment 
or a club commitment in the local 
community. Or, joining with other 
clubs to provide wells in India, 
clean up a stream, add a rain gar-
ŘŜƴ ǘƻ ǘǊŜŀǘ άŘŀƳŀƎŜŘέ ǿŀǘŜǊΣ 

build a walkway and/or fishing 
pier to serve local residents. 
Please submit stories to me or 
John Lennes, our new District Wa-
ter Resources Chair. You and your 
club will receive recognition. 
 

2) My second challenge is to 
broaden your Rotary experience. 
Do a make-up at another club in 
the District or anywhere in the 
world as you travel. Plan on at-
tending a District sponsored 
event, such as the coming Fall 
Training Seminar for Public Rela-
tions, Membership and Founda-
tion. Plan on attending the Annual 
International Conference in New 
Orleans. The idea is to exchange 
ideas on issues that will make you 
a better Rotarian and your club 
more successful. 
 

Training Opportunities: At the recent 
District Membership meeting we 
adopted a budget which included a 
training fee to every club based on 
membership. That means there will be 
no personal charge to Rotarians at-
tending identified training events. Your 
first opportunity to take advantage of 
this new program is our coming  
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Seminar on Saturday Sept. 11, 2010, which will be held at the 
Lake Elmo Conference Center in Lake Elmo, MN. Our topics of 
discussion will focus on:  
 

 1.) Membership 
 2.) Public Relations 
 3.) The Rotary Foundation.  
 
You will learn why these are synergistic activities at the club 
level. It will be a participative event so come prepared to 
share ideas and develop unique plans for your club. As an 
organization we thrive with new membership to refresh our 
activities. There will be a new focus on member retention as 
well as recruitment. Kyle Haugen, Past President of the Prior 
Lake Rotary Club, will lead this effort in our District. 
 
Membership: At the end of the Rotary Year 2009-10 we had 

3198 members in District 5960. If we only add one member 

per club we will be at 3263 members by July 1, 2011. That 

increases our income and allows us to reduce the dues we 

need to provide the service and activities of the District. But, 

ƛŦ ǿŜ ŀŘŘ о ŀƴŘ ƭƻǎŜ п ƛƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ŏƭǳō ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

goal, so retention will be encouraged as the second step in 

recruitment. Get new members involved as active partici-

pants as soon as they join. Take the time to determine the 

ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ άwƻǘŀǊȅ Ǉŀǎǎƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ 

Make sure they are included in club meetings as a valued 

addition to your group. Invite them to join with you at a Dis-

trict event or a visit to another club. Show them that Rotari-

ans are always welcome, around the world. 

 
Communications: To succeed at anything, we must share 
ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƛŘŜŀǎΦ !ǎ ŀƴ ǳƴƴŀƳŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊǘ ƻƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά! 
ƎƻƻŘ ƛŘŜŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ŎŀǊŜ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƛǘΗέ !ƴŘ ŀǎ ¢ƻƳ [ŜƘǊŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ 
ƛƴ ŀ ǎƻƴƎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƎƻΣ άtƭŀƎƛŀǊƛȊŜΣ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 
ŜǾŀŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŜȅŜǎΗέ hǊ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ŀǾƻƛŘ ǘƘŜ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ƘŀǊŘ 
work and openly share club communications with other 
clubs. For example, add the immediate closest clubs, those in 
the same AG Area, to your club newsletter circulation. Per-
sonally invite members of those clubs to participate with 
your club on events. Expect that they might then ask you and 
your club to their events as well. 
 
Technology: On Monday evening, July 19, we convened a 
group of technically knowledgeable Rotarians for a Technol-
ogy Visioning Session under the guidance of our District Vi-
sioning facilitators and PDG Ken Crabb, who is our new Tech-
nology Committee Chair. Why did we do this? We wanted to 
visualize needs and techniques three years in the future. We 
wanted some serious and critical analysis of what we were 
currently doing and what we needed to do into the future to 
develop better lines of communication between District and 

Club, Club and Member, Member and District, etc. There will 
be a summary report from PDG Crabb which we will share 
with you soon. The District has a financial technology re-
serve, but in what area should we specifically invest? At PETS 
this year we provided the new President information in the 
form of a flash drive. We may transfer our directory into an 
electronic form on the District Website. We have Rotarians, 
clubs and programs that are now featured on Facebook 
pages. (Yes, you can find me there, too). What is the most 
cost effective way to use the technology to communicate? 
We will be doing more with Webinars to effectively train 
without traveling, we will sponsor on line committee meet-
ings, most of our registration for events will be electronic and 
the minutes and notes of meetings and events will be shared 
on the Internet. But, what else should we be doing?  
 

The Polio Bulletin Page: ¢ƘŜ wƻǘŀǊȅΩǎ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ tƻƭƛƻ 9ǊŀŘƛŎŀπ

ǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŜǎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀ ƭƻƴƎ 

way from a final result. As of the Montreal Conference it was 

announced that we had raised $134,000,000 of the 

$200,000,000 Gates Challenge. As of last Saturday, August 7, 

2010 that number was $144,000,000. Success is also being 

seen on the ground. In Nigeria, we have only had 7 new cases 

of confirmed polio since January 1, 2010. That is a dramatic 

improvement. We cannot assume that since so much pro-

ƎǊŜǎǎ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǎƪ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘΦ ²Ŝ 

still have recurring new cases of polio in two states of India, 

in Pakistan and in Afghanistan. What a task! 

 
The Youth Protection Challenge:  
Every Rotary Club does something for and with Youth in their 
community. Whether it is Interact, STRIVE, Camp RYLA, Camp 
Enterprise, Read with Me, a Dictionary project, Student of 
the Month or whatever else we do as good citizens of the 
community, we are at risk. And, the youth we are trying to 
serve are at risk as well. Allegations can destroy just as surely 
as an actual case on improper behavior by an adult with a 
Youth. So, your District has spent almost 2 years developing  
a plan of action, a policy, a training program and identifying a 
Youth Protection officer in every club. As of July 1, 2010 this 
is now the practice and policy of District 5960.  
 
We are offering on line training, validation as a qualified 
adult in your club, and a District Youth Protection Officer 
Janet Newberg, of the White Bear Lake Rotary Club, to facili-
tate the investigation and resolution of reported incidents. In 
fact, 52 of the 65 clubs in the District have already identified 
and registered their Youth Protection Officer. Congratula-
tions! 

 

-Craig Leiser 



Congratulations!Congratulations!Congratulations!    
Carl Kiehnbaum, a loyal member of the Winona Rotary Club, was  

recently honored for 60 years of membership. Thank you for  

your service, and congratulations, Carl! 

On the night 
of June 30, 
2010, Craig 
[ŜƛǎŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ 
me, was in-
stalled as the 
District Gover-
nor of District 
5960 during a 
cruise on the 

St. Croix River  
 
The location had a double meaning; by having 
the installation in the middle of the river, there 
was no favoritism between Minnesota and Wis-
consin and, the presence of almost 200 Rotarians 
at the installation on the river will serve as the 
initiation of my year-long focus on individual as 
well as club projects or programs dealing with 
our water resources.  
 

 

The installation of 

District Governor 

Craig Leiser took 

place on the beautiful 

Majestic Star on the 

St. Croix River.        
 

 

 

 

The night was filled with fun and laughs as Rotary 
members enjoyed the inauguration of their new Dis-
trict Governor.  
 

 
Rotarian Dave Newman 
ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ άIŜŀŘ wƻŀǎǘŜǊέ 
on site as he joked with 
fellow Rotarians about 
friend Craig Leiser. The 
club enjoyed jokes and 
laughs, just as Leiser had 
hoped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Guests on board the 
Majestic Star at the 
5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ 
installation enjoyed 
a nice summer night 
while conversing 
with fellow Rotari-
ans.  

5ƛǎǘǊƛŎǘ DƻǾŜǊƴƻǊ /ǊŀƛƎ [ŜƛǎŜǊΩǎ Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǘƛƻƴ 
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Update: VTT & Global Grants- 
After a District Grants Committee meeting on Friday, 
July 16, the Rotary Foundation has concluded to focus 
their work and efforts on Water and Sanitation. Several 
Rotarians have committed to advancing the local and 
global water shortage and sanitation problems. Ke-
malettin Erbilgin, Turkish Rotarian and District Gover-
nor of District 2430, has agreed to cooperate with Dis-
trict 5960 and Craig Leiser to advance efforts. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Further Information:  
We are a Future Vision District. We volunteered for that 

privilege on the advice and consultation with current 

and prior District Leadership. This is the District that 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ά±ƛǎƛƻƴƛƴƎέ ŀǎ ŀ Ŏƭǳō ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ 

and brought the STRIVE Program from the White Bear 

Lake Rotary Club to the District and now to Rotary 

across the US and the world. With that experience and 

the strength of our District Council of Governors, we 

applied for and were accepted as a Pilot District. That 

ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŀέ ǘŜǎǘ ōŜŘέ ŦƻǊ 

evaluating the procedures and policies that will evolve 

to all of Rotary in 2013. 

 

As a District we have already submitted our Memoran-

dum of Understanding, which has been accepted, sub-

mitted our Financial Management Plan, which has been 

accepted, so that we will shortly have the funds trans-

ferred to our District Bank Account that will enable us 

to fund the District Grants submitted by clubs to the 

District Grants Subcommittee. We have appointed a 

Rotary Foundation treasurer to manage the funds given 

into our stewardship and an audit committee to over-

see where and how our grant applications utilize their 

funds. And, we have created two new positions in the 

District, Compliance Officer (Lee Finholm, PDG) and 

Grant Mentor (many District volunteers active here). 

Those positions and their efforts will expedite the proc-

essing of grant applications and insure that we are fol-

lowing the expected path established by The Rotary 

Foundation to facilitate the Future Vision evaluation. 

Further good news: we have received and accepted 17 

Club Level District Grant applications, which will be 

funded as soon as the funds are received from The Ro-

tary Foundation and we have at least 5 or 6 Global 

Grants in various stages of development. (Attend the 

next District Grants Management Seminar to learn the 

new nomenclature). For your information, the pro-

posed Global Grants will lead to sustainable projects in 

Ethiopia, Argentina, Turkey, Kenya, Gambia and Haiti. 

Each Grant will potentially offer further opportunities 

for Rotarians of District 5960 to participate as members 

of a VTT (Vocational Training Team) and travel to the 

countries and communities where our projects will be 

located. 

 

Our District is also supporting three student scholars 

under various funding plans. Robyn Skrebes: Hungary, 

Ann Marek: Belgium and Vera  Belazelkoska: Argentina. 

Your foundation dollars are working throughout the 

world and are helping to benefit our communities. 

Craig Leiser is shown with two Turkish Rotarians at the 

Rotary International Assembly, where matters such as 

water and sanitation were discussed. 

 




