Rotary District 5960 STRIVES for Excellence!

Youth mentoring is a key part of many Rotary clubs’ service efforts.  What better way have we to make an impact upon our communities, an impact that will last for generations to come!

STRIVE is a youth mentoring program that was developed right here in our own district.  White Bear Lake Rotarian Don Mooney started the program in his local high school, and soon thereafter his Rotary club picked up on it.  Since that time STRIVE has migrated to Rotary clubs throughout the world.

While STRIVE and other youth mentoring programs will vary from club to club, a common STRIVE model includes:

· inviting the bottom third of the high school senior class to be matched with a Rotary mentor,

· meeting at a STRIVE group at the school monthly,

· awarding scholarships based upon % improvement in cumulative GPA

· holding an awards banquet for STRIVE students and their families.

Each year those clubs managing a STRIVE program will experience at least a few real life-changing turnarounds for their students.  One student, when asked by a Rotarian what about the STRIVE program worked for her, answered: “My parents knew I was a loser, my counselors knew I was a loser, my teachers knew I was a loser…but you didn’t.”

Rotary District 5960 recognizes the significance of what STRIVE has contributed to the fabric and future of our communities and now has a STRIVE Coordinator postion, reporting to Vocational Service.  As part of the early development of this position, we would like to survey district clubs to learn what they have in place for youth mentoring programs.  Since our best ideas come from those successful programs already in place, we would like to develop a knowledge of best practices that might be shared with other clubs.  And, finally, if a youth mentoring program is not in place, we would like to learn if there is interest in having the district assist our clubs in researching one.

The district survey is now ready on the website.  We would ask each club to log onto their STRIVE page and complete this survey at your earliest convenience.  Please go to www.Rotary5960.org, advance to “Club History, Location, Meeting Map” (first entry under Features), select your club from either the map or the listing on the left, and you will find your club history page.  From this page you may access your mentorship survey via buttons on the top or the bottom of the page.  Your user ID is Celebrate, and your password is Rotary.  Be sure to press the big red SUBMIT button when finished!
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