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Rochester, Minn.--- The Rochester Rotary Clubs will be holding their annual STRIVE Program Celebration on Tuesday, April 26th, 2005 from 5:30 p.m. to 9 p.m. at the Ramada Inn & Conference Center.  The STRIVE Program invites academically challenged high school seniors to participate in a focused mentoring program.  Each student who joins the program is mentored by a volunteer from Rotary, or from the community, and the pair meet at least once a month at the school.  This year,  66 seniors from Mayo, John Marshall and Century High School will be honored on April 26th for completing the program!  

Scholarships will be awarded to the five seniors from each school with the most significant increase in cumulative grade point average over the course of the program.  The top five seniors from each school  will receive prizes as follows:

· Top Prize:  $2,500 scholarship to credible post-secondary institution

· 2nd Prize:  $1,000 toward tuition/books

· 3rd Prize:  $500 toward tuition/books

· 4th Prize:  $250 toward tuition/books

· 5th Prize:  $200 toward tuition/books

In addition, 49 students will be receiving $100 for achieving the remarkable goal of having perfect attendance.

In it’s 5th year, the Rotary STRIVE Program has had an overwhelming effect on both the mentors and the high school seniors who have participated.  Many community members have donated time and money to the continued success of this worthwhile program.
# # #

Media Note: This event  is NOT open to the general public but IS open to media coverage.  Please contact  Vicki Dearth for additional information and to confirm your attendance.
