September 16, 2005






Noel Peterson & Stacey Vanden Heuvel

OMC Rochester

210 9th St SE

Rochester, MN. 55904

Dear Noel and Staff:

Thank you for your continued support of the Rotary STRIVE Program!  Your past generous contribution to this program assisted us in providing scholarships to fifteen deserving high school seniors at Mayo, John Marshall, and Century High Schools.  

The groundwork for the STRIVE program started in 1999 by Rochester Rotary II.  The program invites students in the bottom one third of their senior class to participate in a mentoring program.  Students meet monthly with their Rotary mentors at their respective high school to focus on grades improvement and career and college options.  

This program has had a positive effect on the students who have participated as well as the mentors.  The increase in the student’s GPAs is unbelievable and they take such pride in the progress they have made and the friendship they have established with their mentor.   Students who never thought they were “college material” are receiving scholarships and attending higher education.  Many of these students are the first generation in their family going on to college.

The STRIVE program has been so successful that the Rochester Rotary Clubs have come together to form one STRIVE steering committee to serve all three Rochester Public High Schools.  Our combined budget of $25,300 will support the program for the 2005-2006 school year and allow 75 seniors to participate and provide scholarships to 15 students, five from each school at yearend.  

We are requesting a donation of $1000 to help sponsor this rewarding program for these very deserving, hard working students.  We would like a commitment by year-end but don’t need the cash in hand till March 2006, thus giving you the option of either calendar year budget to pay from.  Your donation will be publicly recognized and you will be invited to attend the yearend banquet in April so you can meet the students and hear how the STRIVE program has made a difference in their lives.

If you have further questions or need additional information, please contact Vicki at 287-7100 or Chris at 288-9622.  Thank you for your consideration!

Sincerely,

Vicki Dearth, STRIVE Funding Co-Chair, Rochester Rotary

Chris Berg, STRIVE Funding Co-Chair, Greater Rochester Rotary

