MEALTIME INVOCATIONS

Sung to the tune of Long Metre Doxology:

Be present at our table Lord, be here and everywhere adored. These mercies bless and grant that we may feast in paradise with You.

Howard Luhmann (used weekly at Shakopee)

Our thanksgiving to You, 0 Lord, for the opportunity to relax and share a common meal. To our bread, add the pleasure of good talk, and be welcome among us. Amen.

Pastor Clifford J. Swanson, Northfield Rotary

Almighty God, with grateful hearts, we thank You for this food; for the sun, soil and rain that nurtured it; the industry of the farmers who produced it; and the patience of those who serve it. May we enjoy the fellowship it creates and be strengthened for service as we partake in peace and joy. Amen.

Pastor Clifford J. Swanson, Northfield Rotary

0 God, we've dashed in here to this knife and fork club to stuff our overstuffed bodies. Help us to be as consistently concerned with: "Is it the truth, Is it fair to all concerned, Will it build goodwill and better friendships, and Will it be beneficial to all concerned" as we are about satisfying our own hunger pains. Amen.

Oley Wilson, St. James Rotary

We pray, Lord, that we may feel Your presence with us at this meal, And when we leave may we have fed on fellowship as well as bread. Amen.

Reverend Loren Espeland, Redwood Falls Rotary

Almighty God, we thank You for this day and for this privilege of being gathered in Rotary fellowship. Please bless this food to our use, and us to Your service. Amen.

Don Duerre, Wabasha Rotary

Eternal God, we offer our gratitude for this moment: for food, for our time together with friends, for this day's work. Grant the gifts of insight and wisdom for our work; give faithfulness and honesty to all. Bless our world with Your peace. Amen.

Bruce Buller, Greater Rochester Rotary

We have gathered in Your name, and in the spirit of truth, fairness, goodwill, friendship and concern for others. We are thankful for the blessings of this day, this country, and for this unique fellowship of service-minded community leaders.

Lord, even as we pray these words and express these thoughts, we are not always the people we would like others to think we are. In this paralysis of spirit, we contribute to unrest, indifference to our neighbor's needs, and pre-occupation with material standards.

Dear God, You who are so patient, so caring, and so understanding, forgive our inadequacies and help us to model Your direction and love.

Now we humbly ask that You would bless this food to us and us to a deeper commitment to Your service.

Ron Phillippo, St. Paul Rotary

Dear Lord, we thank You for this food and for the fellowship of Rotary. We pray that this food may strengthen us physically and this fellowship may enrich us spiritually, that we may better do Your will. Amen.

Jane Dickinson, Stillwater Rotary

Lord, we thank You for this food, for all the blessings which You give. Strengthen our bodies and our souls, and let us for Your service live. Amen.

Jane Dickinson, Stillwater Rotary

Almighty Giver of Good, we thank You for Your loving kindness to us. You open Your hand, and we are fed. Be at these tables, we pray, and bless our gathering together. Amen.

Jane Dickinson, Stillwater Rotary

We thank You, Lord, for happy hearts, for rain and sunny weather. We thank You, Lord, for this our food, and that today we are together. Amen.

Jane Dickinson, Stillwater Rotary

Dear Lord, we do not love You until we love our neighbors as ourselves. Help us to bring the blessing of love and fellowship to others. Let us not be content, 0 Lord, when others go hungry, or be serene while some lack their daily bread. Help us to be among those who are willing to sacrifice that others may not be hungry, who dare to be bearers of light to the dark loneliness of stricken lives. Let us not harden our hearts nor shut our hands against the poor. Let our hearts be moved by the misery of others, and let us dare what must be dared. We are all responsible. Amen.

Jane Dickinson, Stillwater Rotary

Dear Lord, we acknowledge Your presence as we gather together on this day. We ask You to bless our time of fellowship and fun. We are grateful for the food which we are to be served. As we partake of this meal, help us to be mindful of those less fortunate than we.

Jeanne Doheny, Le Sueur Rotary

Eternal God, we offer our gratitude for this moment: for food, for our time together with friends, for this day's work. Grant the gifts of insight and wisdom for our work, give faithfulness and honesty to all. Bless our world with Your peace. Amen.

Bruce Buller, Greater Rochester Rotary

Our God in heaven above,

We ask You to look down upon us,

And grant us Your love, Your mercy, Your understanding.

Forgive us for anything You have seen amiss in us today.

Put into our hearts the ideal of service;

Keep us alert to the needs of others;

Bless the work of Rotarians everywhere;

And let us remember that when we serve others, we serve You.

Bless and watch over those absent from us today.

We thank You for all the good things You have bestowed upon us.

We thank You for the food that was placed before us.

Amen.

Woodbury A. Palmen, Wabasha Rotary

Give us, 0 God, the vision which can see Your love in the world in spite of human failure. Give us the faith to trust Your goodness in spite of our ignorance and weakness. Give us the knowledge that we may continue to pray with understanding hearts, and show us what each one of us can do to set forward the coming day of universal peace. Amen.

Astronaut Frank Borman's Christmas Eve invocation from the Apollo spaceship when other astronauts read Genesis, Chapter One over the radio (12/24/68)

