SUMMER
0 Lord, in the beauty of this summer day we find assurance that beyond the order of the universe and the reasonableness of creation, You have willed beauty and loveliness to give special meaning to all that You have made. In that inner joy and gladness which we feel on such a day, we know that we are Your children, endowed with goodness and called to higher things. Strengthen within us all noble resolutions that we may find eager satisfaction in serving and helping and lifting. It is Your will that all people should be bound together in selfless love. Grant that we may seek to do Your will.

On this summer day we ask Your special blessing on Rotary, that it may continue to build harmony and create justice and promote peacefulness among the peoples of the world. Bless its efforts for the welfare of children, its concerns for training and educating youth, its leadership in building ties of friendship and cooperation among the nations and races of the world. Bless our District Governor and our simple table fellowship this day. Amen.

Stanley Borden, Roseville Rotary

SUMMER
0 God, for summer's wonder that turns to dawn's glory from midnight thunder, we sing praise to You today!

For purple lilacs on our way for July sky blue reminding us of You,

For beckoning trails of summer fun when winter's labor is done,

For fishing trips with friends that help us to unbend

And for all the beauty of days like these that shows Your hand upon the land, We bless You, Lord.

And for our families here we bless You too!

And for the food which, without the friendship, could not sustain us.

Thank You, God! Amen.

Reverend Arthur A. Rouner, Edina Rotary

FALL
Almighty God, we thank You for this beautiful season when the greens of summer gloriously turn into the reds and golds and purples of Fall, truly we see Your handiwork in all things. In the midst of the changing seasons, help us to remember that You are the same yesterday, today, and forever, that Your love shall always keep watch over Your own. Today may we place ourselves in the hollow of Your hand and face the new dawn and its experiences with a simple trust in Your love for us all. Amen.

Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

HARVEST INVOCATION
Let us give thanks for a bounty of people.

For children who are our second planting, and, though they grow like weeds and the wind too soon blows them away, may they forgive us our cultivation and fondly remember where their roots are.

Let us give thanks ...

For generous friends, with hearts and smiles as bright as their blossoms;

For feisty friends as tart as apples;

For continuous friends, who, like scallions and cucumbers, keep reminding us that we've had them;

For crotchety friends, as sour as rhubarb and as indestructible;

For handsome friends, who are as gorgeous as eggplants and as elegant as a row of corn, and the others, as plain as potatoes and so good for You;

For funny friends, who are silly as brussels sprouts and as amusing as Jerusalem artichokes, and serious friends, as complex as cauliflower and as intricate as onions;

For friends as unpretentious as cabbages, as subtle as summer squash, as persistent as parsley, as delightful as dill, as endless as zucchini, and who, like parsnips, can be counted on to see You throughout the winter;

For old friends, nodding like sunflowers in the evening-time and young friends coming on as fast as radishes;

For loving friends, who wind around us like tendrils and hold us, despite our blights, wilts and witherings;

And, finally, for those friends now gone, like gardens past, that have been harvested, but who fed us in their times that we might have life thereafter;

For all these we give thanks.

Reverend Max Coots, First Universalist Society, New York
submitted by Phil Oswald, St. Paul Rotary

FARM-CITY PRAYER
Oh Lord, Our Lord, Creator of all that's good. We come to You with many thoughts, as You have said we should.

We've planned a celebration, with the farmers who till the soil, and also for the city folks, who in their own jobs toil.

We've joined them all together, to learn each other's ways, that they might realize the challenges that we have today.

We've asked the city dwellers to join us on the farm, so they may learn the way of life of farming without harm.

We ask Your loving kindness on those who take a part, we want them to know what happens here and how we got our start.

We pray for You to open their eyes, that they might see new things, and open their ears that they will hear the sounds that earth brings.

We ask for You to guide the farmers in how to tell their story, instill in the hearts of city folks, that earthly part of Your Glory.

Join us together in one accord, that we can accomplish much, speak to us in Your loving way, with Your blessed crowning touch.

Oh Lord, Our Lord, what a great day this will be. A special day together, farm and city folks are we.

Amen.

written by Thelma Grovatt, Tabernacle, New Jersey

submitted by Ed Frederick, Past District Governor Waseca Rotary

ALL HARVEST
Almighty God, In this season of the year when we harvest and lay in store things to feed and cloth our bodies during the long, cold winter, help us also to be mindful that we may glean spiritual food and clothing for the bleak and dismal days that also accost us.

We thank You for health of body and mind. May we be bold to ask Your assistance in times of need, not by merit, but by the generosity of Your being. Amen.

Reverend James Lauer, Glencoe Rotary

HARVEST
Dear God, it's time to celebrate the harvest. Though most of our food comes in cans or frozen packages and we participate very little in the turning of the spade, we are aware of the mystery of the seed and the majesty of the plant, which then dies that we might live. As we sit around our tables, our feasts meager or manifold, may we pass the bread in remembrance, knowing also that our greatest thanks is expressed in sharing. Amen.

Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

IN THE SPRING
Almighty God, giver of life, creator of the Universe, we Your humble tenants desire Your help and guidance as we exercise the purpose of Rotary.

We appreciate the privilege given us as Rotarians to farm the field of human relationships. It is our great desire to close the gap between what is and what could and should be.

Help us to remember that in Rotary, we are loaned a classification. So, in most of life, what we have has come as a gift from others. In our world we are laced together with inter-relationships. Like the seed and the soil, we are dependent upon one another.

Please help us to use this Rotary meeting to Your desires. May those in leadership know Your guiding presence and purpose. And now bless these beautiful and bountiful tables. Amen.

Reverend Paul W. Neal, South St. Paul/Inver Grove Heights Rotary

This is the beginning of a new day. God has given me this day to use as I will. I can waste it, or use it for good. What I do today is important because I am exchanging a day of my life for it.

ON A FOGGY AUTUMN MORNING
Mysterious God—Who comes out of the misty morning of a day like this to say we're okay, and that there is hope, and life is worth living, and that You care about us.

Help us Rotarians take the marvel of this autumn day, with all its flaming splendor and its wistful wonder, as a sign of Your caring, not just about us, but about all the world's children.

Help us to care about people who are hurt. Give us a conscience about the cruelty of war. Show us how we can be healers, and reconcilers, and lovers in the world.

Let our sharing together around these tables make us better able to be Your servants in this tough world today. Amen.

Reverend Arthur A. Rouner, Jr., Edina Rotary

