Special Rotary Invocations

INVOCATION AS NEW ROTARY YEAR BEGINS
Our thanks, Lord, for those gathered here and for the sense of high purpose we share. As we begin a new year, grant our new officers stamina, patience and a sense of humor, that we may relax together and so create meaningful fellowship and selfless service, without taking ourselves too seriously in this Your world and Rotary service.

Pastor Clifford J. Swanson, Northfield Rotary

LOCAL CLUB SPECIAL OCCASION
We pause in the daily flow of life to pay special tribute this hour and what it signifies in the history of our Club. We have often heard mentioned our Motto, "Service Above Self". In Your divine wisdom, You know how difficult it is for us (with all our human weaknesses) to actually achieve such a high standard, either in part or in full measure. We ask that You sustain us, both individually and collectively, in our efforts to come closer to this goal we are striving to achieve.

May Rotary, with its vast interlocking membership, be an influence for good throughout the world, and may the ongoing precepts of our club be acceptable in Your sight. Amen.

Gene McLaughlin, Austin Rotary

UNITED FUND DAY
0 God, forgive us our selfishness in a world where people starve for food. Forgive us our self-centeredness in a world where many starve for love. Bless every agent and agency of human mercy and relief. Give us strength and commitment to match all the demands made upon us. Give us clean hands and pure hearts to ascend Your Holy hill. Amen.

Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

Rotary Peace - Leadership

Thank you, God, for giving us citizenship in this Sweet Land of Liberty.   We offer praise to You for its bountiful gifts.


We are humbly mindful and appreciative of those who are willing to risk their lives, and those who have released their loved ones to answer the call to arms for freedom.


We prayerfully remember those who sleep and wake to danger so that we may sleep in peace.  We ask your strength and sustenance for those who wait with vigilant hope for the safe return of their loved ones from the battlefield.


Please give our world leaders insightful knowledge and foresightful wisdom as they seek to lead our world to peace.


Watch over us, God – and bring us safely through this day.


Thank you for this food, this fellowship of friends, and this glorious day.







Amen

By Diane Confer, District 5950/5960 Youth Exchange Executive

SCIENCE SPEAKER OR TOPIC
0 God, Creator of the Universe, we thank You that we live in this age of scientific discovery. We listen as science tells us of other planets, solar systems and galaxies in the limitless space of Your creation. How little we are compared with all that You have made, how amazing is Your love, the heavens declare Your glory, and the world around us shows Your handiwork. How great You are . . . and greatly to be praised.
Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

ROTARY INTROSPECTION DAY - CLUB BUSINESS DAY
Almighty God, as Rotarians we have each accepted a responsibility far beyond our ability to completely fulfill. We ask for Your blessing upon our club and its activities. Help us to select and engage ourselves in activities that meet the Four Way Test and that our conduct might be exemplary when dealing with those around us. Amen.

Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

PEACE
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of peace proceed, we pray for the peacemakers of the world. Give Your grace and blessing to all agencies that are working for peace among nations. Give to all national leaders a vision of peace through justice, and to all people a new enthusiasm for the cause of peace. Confound the peace-breakers and hasten the day when peace shall come to reign forever and ever. Amen.

Roland D. Wilsey, Past District Governor, Roseville Rotary

FOR INTERNATIONAL GUESTS
Thank You, God for bringing us together today at this wonderful event of world fellowship and goodwill. We ask for a special blessing on these international guests to our club. We thank You for the leadership of the __________ Rotary Club and those that have organized this program. Thank You for providing this food representing nations of the world to nourish our bodies so we may go forward in service.

Austin Rotary Club's 75th Anniversary Dinner Invocation December 12, 1994

FOUR WAY TEST
Is It The Truth?

0 God of Wisdom, Light & Truth, help us to renew our dedication to Truth in our personal and business lives. We trust You in all things because we know You do not change and vacillate. We can count on You. The whole universe is undergirded by Your Truth, the immutable laws of nature are the same yesterday, today and forever. And the moral laws which give stability to human society are not dependent upon our wish or whim. 0 God, we would honor You this day by respecting Truth wherever it is found; by speaking Truth with integrity; and by practicing Truth in all dealings. Enrich our fellowship in Rotary as we share our time together today. Bless this food to our use and us in Your service. Amen.

Is It Fair to All Concerned?
0 God, who claims all the children on earth to be Your children, teach us to live together as brothers and sisters, members of a common family. Teach us to be FAIR to one another, trusting everyone with the same respect and dignity which are found in the noblest families. Let us reach out as friends to all with whom we do business, trusting them and encouraging their trustful response. Help us always to give the benefit of the doubt to those who appear to differ with us, creating a climate of cooperation rather than nurturing suspicion. You have blessed us with goodness and mercy far exceeding anything we deserve. Make us equally generous in all our dealings with our associates. Bless this food and time we spend together as Rotarians, and to You be the glory. Amen.

Will It Build Goodwill & Better Friendships?
0 Lord, whose will it is that all Your people should dwell together in harmony, we give You thanks for the opportunities we find in Rotary to widen our own circle of friendship and goodwill. We are grateful for new friends whom we have come to know in this club and for the joys we have found in sharing our own friendship with others. Lead us daily to find new avenues of goodwill in our business and professional life. Give us patience in dealing with those who are sharp and bitter. Give us creativity in finding ways to express ourselves which will build better relationships. And Lord, give us a sense of humor that we may not take ourselves too seriously. Bless this club in its activities and its outreach to our own community.  May our world be a better place because we have been here. Bless the food we eat today and our friendly conversation around these tables. Amen.

Will it be Beneficial to All Concerned?
0 God who has compassion and concern for all Your people of every race and place, keep always before us as Rotarians that same loving concern. May it infuse our relationships with each other and with our friends and neighbors. May we extend it to all with whom we deal in daily business and social life. Whenever we sign a contract, establish a policy, or give an order may the welfare of the other parties involved be taken into account. 0 Lord, in humble recognition of Your abundant goodness to us, may we never permit selfishness and greed to control our affairs. Bless us as we break bread together today and may joy and peace be among us. Amen.

Stanley Borden, Roseville Rotary

FOUR WAY TEST
Oh Lord! In our daily application of the Four Way Test, grant us

The vision of Faith,

The inspiration of Hope, and

The blessings of Charity. Amen.

Al McCormick, St. Paul Rotary

THE COVENTRY INVOCATION OF RECONCILIATION
For the hatred which divides nation from nation, race from race, class from class, Almighty God, forgive us.

For the covetous desires of people and nations to possess what is not their own, Almighty God, forgive us.

For the greed which exploits the work of human hands and lays waste the earth, Almighty God, forgive us.

For our envy of the welfare and happiness of others, forgive us.

For our indifference to the plight of the homeless and the refugee, forgive us.

For the lust which dishonors the bodies of men, women, and children, forgive us.

For the pride which leads us to trust in ourselves and not in our Creator, forgive us.

Help us to be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as You forgive us.

from Coventry, England, a city that was heavily damaged by German bombing in WWII

John Traver, St. Paul Rotary

